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BACKGROUND:
TIF 127 was established to review and remove the Mobile Network Code (MNC) reservation option from the Canadian International Mobile Subscription Identity (IMSI) Assignment Guideline. The CNA had received Form A requests for MNC assignments from applicants that did not meet the eligibility criteria. In some cases, after being advised that they were ineligible for an assignment, applicants changed their request to an MNC reservation.
The Guideline was less specific about eligibility for a reservation than for an assignment, although the CNA had traditionally denied reservation requests where the applicant would not qualify for an assignment. The CSCN also noted that an eligible applicant is given 12 months after assignment to place an MNC in service, with extensions available in appropriate circumstances. The CSCN therefore considered a separate MNC reservation process unnecessary.
FACTORS:
MNCs are a finite public numbering resource and should be administered efficiently and consistently with the eligibility criteria in the Guideline.
The reservation option can create an avenue for an otherwise ineligible applicant to attempt to hold an MNC or obtain a particular ('vanity') MNC without qualifying for assignment.
Eligible applicants already receive a substantial implementation period after assignment, so removal of the reservation process does not prevent a qualified applicant from obtaining an MNC in advance of deployment.
References to resources that are 'reserved' or set aside for other administrative purposes are not affected; the proposed changes are limited to the applicant MNC reservation process.
ALTERNATIVES:
Retain the existing MNC reservation process and clarify the eligibility criteria for reservation requests.
ANALYSIS:
The proposed revisions remove the MNC reservation mechanism throughout the Guideline while retaining the existing assignment, information change, return, deployment, extension and reclamation processes. The title of Form A is updated in the table of contents and in sections 7.6, 8.2, 9.2 and 9.3.3. Section 10.4.2 is revised to remove the reference to applicant reservations when determining which MNCs are unavailable for sequential assignment.
Appendix 3 is revised so the Railway or Electricity Operator certification requirements address an MNC assignment application only. The Canadian Application Forms section and Form A remove the reservation application type, instructions and fields. Form B removes the reservation response fields and the requirement that a reserved MNC be applied for within 12 months.
Minor housekeeping edits in the redline replace 'Mail, fax, or e-mail' with 'Send' and correct a punctuation error in Appendix 3; these do not change the substantive eligibility or assignment criteria.
CONCLUSIONS:
The CSCN concludes that an MNC reservation process is not required. Removing the reservation option closes a potential means of circumventing the assignment eligibility requirements, supports efficient administration of the MNC resource, and does not disadvantage qualified applicants because an assigned MNC may remain out of service for the deployment period permitted by the Guideline.
RECOMMENDATIONS:
The CSCN recommends that CISC accept this consensus report and recommends that the Commission approve the attached revised Canadian International Mobile Subscription Identity (IMSI) Assignment Guideline, which removes the option to reserve an MNC and the associated reservation provisions and form fields.
ATTACHMENTS:
Revised Canadian International Mobile Subscription Identity (IMSI) Assignment Guideline showing the proposed TIF 127 changes (CNCO325A).

