19 March 2024
TIF 117
TBP Implementation Monitoring
CSCN Conference Call

Participants:	David Comrie - COMsolve Inc. (CNA)
Fiona Clegg - COMsolve Inc. (CNA)
Kelly T. Walsh - COMsolve Inc. (CNA)
Natalie Ann Lessard - COMsolve Inc. (CNA)
Stephen Walsh - COMsolve Inc. (CNA)
Jeanne Bell - Allstream
Joey-Lynn Abdulkader - Bell Canada
Leo Santoro - Bell Canada
Marie-Christine Hudon - Bell Canada
Chantale Neapole - CLNPC
Bill Barsley - CNAC
Glenn Pilley - CNAC
Anamika Bharti - Cogeco
Ed Antecol - COMsolve Inc.
Alexander Pittman - CRTC staff
Sarah Reilly - Distributel
Michael Adesina - Freedom Mobile
Connie Hartman - iconectiv/TRA
Gerry Thompson - Interested Party
Tara Farquhar - NANPA
Greg Kinloch - NorthWestel
Darryl Evans - Quadro Communications
Jennifer Mack - Rogers
Michael Studniberg - Rogers
Janna Kornum - SaskTel
Tammy Wilson - SaskTel
Allyson Blevins - Sinch / INC Co-Chair
Justen Davis - Somos
Diane Dolan - Teksavvy
John MacKenzie - TELUS
Marlo Gelito - TELUS
Martin Laroche - TELUS
Olena Bilozerska - TELUS
Marc Berruyer - Videotron
James Sewell - Westman Communications

Welcome:

Kelly Walsh, as CSCN Chair and RPC Chair, welcomed the attendees.

David Comrie reviewed the list of attendees.

Action Items:


1) James Sewell will reframe TBP in the draft report. (Completed)

2) TELUS will sponsor a TIF to look at the segregation of wireless and wireline numbers. (Ongoing)

3) James Sewell will send a draft of the report as modified during today’s call to David Comrie who will post it as a contribution. (Completed)


Discussion:

James Sewell presented CNCO230A - Westman contribution - TIF 117 - Draft TIF Report CNRE140A for TIF 117.

John MacKenzie noted that from TELUS’ view, so long as 6-digit routing is maintained, TELUS does not have a concern about maintaining a segregation between wireless and wireline resources. For example, if 6-digit routing is maintained, then, where the “A” record assignment for a CO Code is for wireline, there is no need to require that the subtending 1K blocks be reserved solely for wireline.

Jennifer Mack noted that Rogers does not need to segregate wireless and wireline numbers.

Kelly Walsh asked if the group would like to formalize the numbering segregation position at this time or should the report be submitted as is.

Alexander Pittman noted that if the group cannot meet a specific date as defined by the Regulatory Policy related to the wireless/wireline segregation, rather than “in short order”, the group should provide a more specific date.

The group decided to say that the wireless/wireline segregation item will be decided by the next quarterly report.

Marie-Christine Hudon noted that Bell does not require any segregation between wireless and wireline numbers.

Janna Kornum noted that Sasktel does not require any segregation between wireless and wireline numbers.

The group then decided to finalize the item regarding segregation in the report with the following text, thus meeting the reporting obligations regarding the topic:

“The only party to raise a concern regarding segregation of wireless and wireline, e.g., that wireless blocks must come from wireless NXXs, was TELUS.  TELUS has since resolved these concerns, and concluded that no such segregation is required.  The CSCN has reached the same conclusion.”

Action Item: David Comrie will send a meeting invite for TIF 117 to the CSCN for 18 June 2024 from 1:30 to 3:30 ET. (Completed)

Alexander Pittman asked if the submission time for the report included time for the CISC to consider it and then send it to the Commission. Étienne Robelin noted that he believes that so long as the reports are being submitted to the CISC by the due date, that is sufficient.

Agreement was reached to permit an abbreviated comment period for CNRE140A and to have the CSCN Secretary submit the report on 28 March 2024.

Agreement was reached to accept CNRE140A as reviewed during today’s meeting.

Action Item: James Sewell will send the current version of CNRE140A to the CSCN Secretary for posting. (Completed)

Action Item: David Comrie will post CNRE140A for comment until close of business on 27 March 2024. If there are no substantive changes, the report will be considered final and sent to the CISC on 28 March 2024 for consideration. (Completed)

Summary of Agreements Reached:

1) Agreement was reached to permit an abbreviated comment period for CNRE140A and to have the CSCN Secretary submit the report on 28 March 2024.

2) Agreement was reached to accept CNRE140A as reviewed during today’s meeting.


Summary of Action Items:

1) TELUS will sponsor a TIF to look at the segregation of wireless and wireline numbers. (Cancelled)

2) David Comrie will send a meeting invite for TIF 117 to the CSCN for 18 June 2024 from 1:30 to 3:30 ET. (Completed)

3) James Sewell will send the current version of CNRE140A to David Comrie for posting. (Completed)

4) David Comrie will post CNRE140A for comment until close of business on 27 March 2024. If there are no substantive changes, the report will be considered final and sent to the CISC on 28 March 2024 for consideration. (Completed)


Attachments:
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CRTC INTERCONNECTION STEERING COMMITTEE

TIF REPORT

Date Submitted:		26 March 2024    

WORKING GROUP:	CSCN

REPORT #:			140A		File ID:  CNRE140A

REPORT TITLE:		Status Report #1, Thousand-Block Pooling, Canadian Implementation

OUTCOME: ONGOING

RELATED TASK(s) #: 118, 119

BACKGROUND: 

On 5 February 2024, the CRTC issued Telecom Regulatory Policy CRTC 2024-26 - Implementing thousand-block pooling.

Paragraph 31 of the Policy directs the CRTC Interconnection Steering Committee (CISC) to: 

· facilitate and monitor the implementation of TBP and assist in resolving any challenges;

· file quarterly progress reports on 30 March, 30 June, 30 September, and 30 December until TBP is operational; and

· as part of its first quarterly progress report, advise the Commission as to whether the segregation of numbers between wireless and wireline technology must be retained or whether this requirement can be eliminated as a further way to preserve numbers.

Accordingly, the CSCN, as a CISC working group, has taken on the task of providing the quarterly reports. 

RECOMMENDATIONS:

CSCN TIF 117 working group respectfully submits this Status Report #1 pursuant to the Commission’s direction.

ATTACHMENTS:  Status Report #1
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[bookmark: _Toc162348208]Background

On 5 February 2024, the CRTC issued Telecom Regulatory Policy CRTC 2024-26 - Implementing thousand-block pooling.

Paragraph 31 of the Policy directs the CRTC Interconnection Steering Committee (CISC) to: 

· facilitate and monitor the implementation of TBP and assist in resolving any challenges;

· file quarterly progress reports on 30 March, 30 June, 30 September, and 30 December until TBP is operational; and

· as part of its first quarterly progress report, advise the Commission as to whether the segregation of numbers between wireless and wireline technology must be retained or whether this requirement can be eliminated as a further way to preserve numbers.

Accordingly, the CSCN, as a CISC working group, has taken on the task of providing the quarterly reports. 

[bookmark: _Toc162348209]TIF Work Breakdown (Initial)

CSCN convened a series of conference calls on 14, 15 February 2024 for interested industry participants to begin the process of forming TIFs pursuant to CRTC 2024-26.

From this, 3 initial TIFs have been proposed and one has been anticipated.

[bookmark: _Hlk161735079]TIF 117 - TBP Implementation Monitoring

TIF 118 - Update CSCN-Administered Guidelines for Thousands-Block Pooling

TIF 119 - Report of inclusion of unused numbers from previously assigned CO Codes in pool

Anticipated TIF - Report on LIR expansion or Exchange Area consolidation opportunities

In addition, a “Questions Team” without a numbered TIF has been formed to facilitate a common understanding of high-level requirements for the implementation of TBP.

[bookmark: _Toc162348210][bookmark: _Hlk162350500]Segregation of numbers between wireless and wireline

The only party to raise a concern regarding segregation of wireless and wireline, e.g., that wireless blocks must come from wireless NXXs, was TELUS.  TELUS has since resolved these concerns, and concluded that no such segregation is required.  The CSCN has reached the same conclusion.

[bookmark: _Toc162348211]Questions Team

Questions Team met on 20, 27 February 2024 and 5, 12, 19, 26 March 2024.

The Questions Team has been meeting weekly to work through high-level functional requirements for implementation of TBP of CRTC 2024-26. Output from the Questions Team will be fed into TIF 118 and 119. Additional TIFs may be formed.

Questions Team input will be submitted to the CSCN before the end of March. The Questions Team will wrap up on April 5.

Major work items:

· Differences between the Canadian and the US NPAC

· Forecasting requirements

· Return of contaminated blocks

· Block request order flow

· Proposed CNA web tool

· Many other lesser, but still significant details

[bookmark: _Toc162348212]TIF 117 - TBP Implementation Monitoring

This TIF met on 14, 19, 26 March 2024.

Quarterly reports will be submitted on 30 March, 30 June, 30 September, and 30 December until TBP is operational.

[bookmark: _Toc162348213]TIF 118 - Update CSCN-Administered Guidelines for Thousands-Block Pooling

The first meeting of this TIF has not yet been scheduled. There were dependencies that needed to be resolved at the Questions Team meetings before anything could be meaningfully considered at TIF 118.

This TIF will update the CSCN-administered guidelines to implement TBP.

Sub-tasks:

1. Update the Canadian Numbering Resource Utilization Forecast (C-NRUF) Guideline

2. Update the Canadian Central Office Code (NXX) Assignment Guideline to incorporate pooling

3. Recommendations on CNA-required functionality to support thousand block pooling

[bookmark: _Toc162348214]TIF 119 - Report of inclusion of unused numbers from previously assigned CO Codes in pool

The first meeting of this TIF has not yet been scheduled. There were dependencies that needed to be resolved at the Questions Team meetings before anything could be meaningfully considered at TIF 119.

This TIF will examine the inclusion of unused numbers from previously assigned CO codes in the number pooling inventory and file a report with the Commission by 6 August 2024. The report should make recommendations on the best mechanism to accomplish this.

The report must take the following items into consideration:

· what level of contamination is acceptable;

· whether there should be a general cleanup or other process, or both, and whether the process(es) should be voluntary or mandatory;

· what other criteria may be relevant, such as the population or population growth of a given exchange;

· whether number blocks should be returned if they are not used after a specific period of time;

· how to mitigate the impact of potential encumbrances that might hinder the reuse of telephone numbers (e.g., Short Message Service [SMS] listings, National Do Not Call List listings, 4-1-1 listings, the 90-day disconnection blackout period, and burned numbers);

· whether and how to curtail or prohibit the one and done approach in the case of IoT and other services; 

· how the snap-back process would work with any new mechanism(s);

· limitations applicable to smaller carriers; and 

· any other relevant factor.


